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Strangers Along the Trail

Peoriads Shaker Apostates Ent
Patricia L. Goitein

In t he Pe&8MEdéme the home ofemarkable group of immigrastwhose dgins were

unknown to their contemporaries and overlookedisyorians for nearly 150 years. They were

Shaker apostates, political and religious refugees from the utopian settlement of Pleasant Hill,
Kentucky, a Shaker ¢ o mmuunal dawpershipadf property, dedicatoe mb er s 6
to altruistic | abor, and the Shaker faith that
two periods: first, at Pleasant Hill, where their dedication to an ideal of religious and social
perfection demasted that they abandon worldly ties and family bonds; and secondly, their entry

into the world, which called for just the opposite. Their struggles and success in both realms are
remarkable and testify both to the force and success of altruistic comnmitietives and

centralized power well as the countervailing force of bonds of marriage and family, democratic
decision making angdrivate ownership of property.

Charles Ballance arrived in Peoria from Kentucky in December of 1831, alone, cold, and
lonely, with a hollowness that would haunt him for the rest of his life. He expressed his
feelings in his poem dated 1832:

AKentucky! | thy wandering son still roam
Far from that land | once could call home;
My steed moves on, submissive to my will
Although a slave to me, he loves me still.
Except this noble beast, Il 6m all al one,
Weary and cold, and here might freeze unknown. 0

(excerpt, untitled poem published in fheoria Register & Northwestern Gazetteemdated clippingBallance Scapbook. )

Ballance had been expelled from the Shaker community at Pleasant Hill, Kentucky on
March 14, 1829, leaving a stepmother and siblings behind. In 1831, after reading law and
briefly teaching school in Kentucky, Ballance relocated permanenBgania. He chose

his site carefully, first traveling extensively in Indiana and lllinois, visiting other former
Shakers, evaluating the land, and the local prospects. Central lllinois and the Peoria area
seemed more promising than other possibilitied anth his skills as a lawyer, surveyor,

and agriculturalist, Ballance quickly learned the art of real estate sales and speculation,

and settled in to build a new lifgunpublished Pleasant Hill record§he Journal of Charles
Ballance of PeoriaErnestE. East, editor, Journal of the lllinois State Historical Society, vol. 30, #1, April
1937, pg. 70.).

Ball ancebs first effort in Illinois was to I
Pleasant Hill. His motives were both personal and financial. was lonely and

desperately missed the company of old friends and associates, but he also needed to make

a living. He strongly believed that lllinois provided a world of opportunity for
enterprising farmers, mechanics, and businessmen, and that Peoida paaticularly

promising future. Ballance wrote to former Shakers, extolling Peoria, and urging them

to relocate to lllinois, or at least invest in land. On December 24, 1831, he wrote to



fellow apostate, Abram Fite, saying tifiat h av e v i parts bféndiana dne lllinois, s t

and have resolved to settle at Peoria, the site
the richest @odwgaesoryto describe aarious ,men&@king opportunities

here. Reflecting on his accommdidas, Ballance say§ The ent ert ai nment i n t
so bad, that a man who would keep a good house
He urged Abram to show the letter to other former Shakers, saying, thatet her it woul

suit you omot to come to this country, | am sure that it would suit Mr. Lineback. If he wished to

make brooms, shoest copper ware, the market would be much better here than in Kentucky.

Besides, if he is still fond of fishing, he might catch as many in anitde Illinois as in a day

in the Kentucky. If you think proper to invest your money in land in this state, | will attend to
selecting a piece Babance admitted that thé Pepriacases lnadea 0o
reputation for being sickly and infestedthvfever and ague during the months of July,

August and September, but he believed that the sickness was due to the fact that the
people of this countrf seem to do nothing with a view to p
themselves to all situations aad| | ki nds Stilfhe reessaredhhes readertiiaP e or i a

has an appear ance o (Baldnce o Abcam Eite, beeemtert24) }8Balfardcea ¢ € 0 .
Scrapbookmanuscript collection, Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield.)

This and anilar letters written by Ballance were successful in recruiting former Shakers

to lllinois. At least 24 Pleasant Hill apostates settled here and in other areas of lllinois,

and all of them had ties to Charl esslbyBal | anc ¢
his sister Prudence, the Voris family, Francis, Samuel and Abram; the Lineback family,

Jacob, Isaac Sr. and Isaac Jr.; the Congletons, John and James; Mason Gass and his
parents, James and Abby; and Thomas Bryant. They were accompanied by tbgir wiv

children and various nieces and nephews, all refugees from Pleasant Hill or the orphaned
children of related apostates. Abram Fite settled in Wabash County, lllinois; William

Lineback relocated to lllinois after first settling in lowa; Benjamin Gagdedein

Morgan County, lllinois; and William Bryant also settled in lllinois.

AThe | ight of God in the gospel has t
t hat | e a d eunithd Sotiety of Believérse € . 0

Pleasant Hill, Kentucky was one of 19 commiusiitlements of the United Society of

Believers, commonly called Shakers, an apocalyptic sect that set itself apart from
American society, reaching the height of its power prior to the Civil War. Before one can
under st and Peor i aod s heirS&chidvaments, aitp is smpaertant $0 an d t
understand their origins, former lifestyle, and their circumstances upon leaving Pleasant

Hill.

The Shaker communities were theocratic communes built by followers of Ann Lee
Standerin(b. 1736, Manchester, England), radical English Quaker who came to the United

States in 1776. Upon arriving in New York City with a small entourage, Mother Ann

preached apocalypse and salvation and by 1780 organized followerstntoe one tr ue
churcho Both Lee and her followeliselieved that the end of days was upon the world,

and that Standerin (known to Believers as Mother Ann Lee) represented the second
coming of Christ, théeic hosen vessel, ordai nageofoHis God t o
wi | | to a |Mothdr Anmweed dhed t hat Godds will, a



promised salvation and eternal life throughaveryt r ai ght and narrow | i
and mo r t iwhich dnaltdedo absblute celibacy and open confession of sins

(Testi mony of Chr i s, tpadishedl dycooder dhe Mipigirg ia uniomvgth the Burch,

Union Village Ohio, 1823, Preface, pp. 6).7 Mother Ann Lee and her followers also

maintained a strong belief in divine healing, spiritualism, inspired visions and dreams,
prophecy, and saking in tongues. Early Believers were called Shaking Quakers, and

| ater simply Shaker s, because their wor shi
exercises that eventually brought forth inspired visions, testimonials and speaking in
tongues on theast of participants. The strenuous worship services occurred on Sunday

and on several evenings during the week, and were often open to the general public in

hopes that they would inspire outsiders to inquire into joining the church.

Although Shakers reected the Christian Bible, their views of the origin and infallibility

of Biblical text differed radically from the standard beliefs of conventional Christian

faiths, and they discarded many standard Christian practices, among them Holy
Communion, water dptism, and the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. They maintained strict
celibacy because they believed that lust was the work of Satan (who had assumed
Adamdés form) and waal framgmsage Shalkseis beliesed that sincena n 6 s
the fall, the ente human race has been the spawn of the devil, the illegitimate children of

a carnal union, and forever barred from the Kingdom of Heaven, unless purified by the

beliefs and rituals of theue church known as the Society of Believe(#thite, Annaand
Leila S. Taylor, Shakerism, Its Meaning and Messagepp. 28183; Stein,Stephen J., The Shaker
Experience in Americg pg. 103104 Webber, Everett:scape to Utopia, The Communal Movement in

America, pg. 4849.) The early Believers agreed to celibacy beeathey believed that it
was the only way to cleanse themselves and prepare themselves for imminent salvation.

After 1800, Shakers lived together in religious communes, separate from the world.
Although it was in accordance with the spirit of her teadhis , the Shakerdés ¢
doctrine was developed by Leebds successors i
Shakerdés 1795 covenant all owed full me mber s |
to give all of their prapergtoy dtoo atntde f ol u Machh
to be used and distributed as the officers and central ministry of the Society sawirfjt.

pg. 4546). Believers were taught thétFi ve dol | ars of pwouldv a t e, S €
exclude a man from salvation effectively as five million, following their interpretation

of the Biblical injunction OExcept a man fo
ki ngdom o fEvals,ghakar @mpéndium etc, pg. 6:62) The communal directive,

called tgeingattbHerdon ensured the Believers
also complete freedom to pursue their religious interests. Just as importantly, the
separation enabled religious leaders to exert strict discipline and obedience to the
hierarchical ledership of the church ministry.



AThe nights were truly awful; th
illuminated; the people were differently exercised all over the
ground, some exhorting, some shouting, some prayamgl some

crying for mercy, whole otherslag s dead men on t he ¢
John McGee to Thomas L. Douglass, June 23, 1820
in Johnson, ChasT,he Frontier Camp Meetingpg. 57

The Shaker community at Pleasant Hill, in Mercer County, Kentucky, was an outgrowth

of the Kentucky Revival of 1800 1805 ttat inflamed the western frontier with a

religious fervor that has rarely been surpassed. Thousands of frontiersmen in the Ohio
River valley attended these revivals, where bands of frontier preachers harangued,
extolled, and preached to the crowds aroumel ¢lock, working participants into an
emotional frenzy that often left believers prostrate and screaming for salvation. In his
work, The Frontier Camp Meeting, Charles A. Johnson tells us that frontiersmen would

be completely overwhelmed by the preashér el ectri fying tirades.
be dragged by the fiends of Hel | into the
deepest cavern in the flaming abyss of damnatMith the shrieks and yells of fellow
worshippers surrounding him, the listeer could well believe that Judgment Day was

upon him at that very momentJohnson,Charles,The Frontier Camp Meeting,
Harvest Time, Southern Methodist University Press, 1955/198p, 5158.)

AThe church of Chr i stndthenatdpsenatatgze pl e i 1

sendeth greWe mamee€eéheard of a wor k of
December 31, 1804, United Society of Believers to the people of Kentucky and adjacent states,
upon hearing of the Kentucky Revivakom:Origin and Progress of the &iety at Pleasant Hill

When the news of the frenzied Kentuckyrevivals reached the Shaker central

ministry in Mt. Lebanon, New York, the Shakers quickly saw the camp meetings as the

wor k of God and the fulfill menextopehingdot her A
the gospel would be in the southwest. They immediately wrote a letter of introduction to

the people of Kentucky and dispatched missionaries to reap a harvest of new believers

(Origin & Progress of the Society at Pleasant Hillunpublished Riasant Hill documenpg. 7). When

they reached the Kentucldhi o fronti er, the missionariesbo
for the Kentucky Revival had paved the way for the Shaker message of salvatiaa.

and Taylor, pp 118 117). In fact, Shakemissionary Isaachar Bates and his two companions

found the frontiersmen in Kentucky readyftcs uc k i n our new | i ght a s
an oXx dr gauak andwHaniPleasaa Hill and Its Shakers pg. 3). By August, 1805,

they had gathered a smallnabof new believers in Mercer County, Kentucky and formed

the beginning of the Pleasant Hill community.

In 1806, the Pleasant Hill converts began to gather into a communal family on Elisha
Thomasdé 140 acre farm, | oc at Riwkr. loDeceSibeg wnee RL
1806, 44 converts of | egal age, among them
parents, signed a first family covenant whereby they agreed to mutual support and to
common ownership of property.omBsadosated hish o mas \



farm along Shawnee Creek, and Charles Ball a
second wife, Joanna, were among the principal founders of the new Kentucky society.

The Ballances converted July 12, 1806, when Charles was 6 yeafheldimmediately

moved their family from Madison County to Garret County, Ky, where the Shakers first

planned to form a community. Shaker plans were changed, however, after Elisha
Thomasd donation, and the Ball aprapatgand ub s e q u e
moved to Shaker property near Shawnee Run March 1, 1808. According to Shaker
procedure, the Ballance family then separated, with the adults assuming family
assignments, while their children, including one year old Prudence and eighalgear

Charles, lived in separate quarters and were raised by Shaker caretakers. Thomas

Bryantos family, parents, aunt s, uncl es an
Thomasdé father, John, was appointedtagent f
| egal Trustee in 1814. John Bryantdés chil dr
the childrends house. In 1814, 128 Believer

future apostates who were of legal age, would sign a second Covenant adualed
final, irrevocable surrender of private property and full personal dedication to the

community of Believers.(Pleasant Hill records, unpublished, Pleasant Hill,; K3fark and Ham, pg.
14).

According to Pleasant Hill records, most of the y&hakers entered Pleasant Hill for
religious reasons, after emotional conversions to the faith. They usually entered in large
extended family groups, including parents, several adult children and grandchildren.
Although it is easy to see this religiounpulse, there were practical reasons for their
decision as well. Celibate living appealed to women who were tired of frequent
childbirth, and were willing to forego sex for a more comfortable and longer life.
Widows and widowers alike, left with severdlildren, found help and support for their
beleaguered family in communal living, where their children were assured of a healthy
and spiritual environment, even if their surviving parent should die.

Many of the first Shakers at Pleasant Hill, inciglin Peor i ads future apo
hardened frontiersmen and represented families that had survived savage frontier warfare.

In 1810, Pleasant Hill was situated on a recently tamed Kentucky frontier, and it is

possible that some entered the communitytHersecurity that group living offered them

at a time when the American frontier was once again becoming the bloody ground of
another war, this time the War of 1812, Jal
Daniel Boone and had survived the siege aomlesborough. James, was born at
Boonesborough in 177@er Pleasant Hill recordspnd his daughter, Jinny, was named after

7 year old Jenny Gass, who was scal ped and
1782. Another relative, John Gass bluntlynsoted the early and violent times when
years | ater, he described the tortured and n

wor st bar bequ e Famgiealohn MackDmniel@Bdone |8.204)0 .

Whatever their reasons for joining the PhaasHill community of Believers, families
entering Pleasant Hill were split, and written regulations and oral traditions shaped a
collective mentality that encouraged them to discard their blood ties and create new
bonds with fellow believers who becamesithnew family (Stein, pg. 161) Each Shaker
community was organizédnt o f fofaumnelated adsltd who lived separate, celibate



lives within a single household. At Pleasant Hill, there were five families plus a

chil dr e Méts, Damigl MaeHir, Old Shakertown and the Shakers pp. 1415). Each

family was autonomous within the strict organizational hierarchy of Pleasant Hill and the

Central Ministry at Mt. Lebanon, New York, and daily life within each family and Shaker
community was largely uform throughout the 19 Shaker societies. Nordhoff describes

l'ife in a Shaker community by quoting for me
AFi fteen Years i n t hea(pdehadinelahoveONHE58quoteddyf t he St
Nordhoff , Charlesin The Communistic Societies of the United Statepp. 17778) as follows:

ANot a single aspect of | ife, whet her spiritua
cleansing the habitation of Christ, to that of dressing the right side $§irspping first with the

right foot as you ascend a flight of stairs, folding the hands with the-highd thumb and fingers

above those of the left, kneeling and rising again with the right leg first, and harnessing first the

right hand beast, butthashs a rul e for its perfect and strict

AWe donoét | i ke Hanard Eldrdse 180 nk ey s . 0

In this highly regimented, celibate environment, childid&e Charles Ballance and
Thomas Bryantpresented special probleno$ discipline and o& which the Shakers
never altogether solved, as Nordhoff discovered. In 1875, he asked an Eldress at Harvard

SocietyyAi Do you | i ke tShe ahsweregfij Yeehsi, | dwee nl?icke t o t ak
but we dondt | i(Norehofftp@1923)ak e monkeys. 0

Shaker children, were raised bysariesof caret aker s i n the HAChil dr e
sometimes called the Childrenbés Order, a sp¢

children under the age of 16. Babies and infants, such as Prudence éBallahc

Hortensia Voris, were separated from their mothers after they were weaned from the

breast, or about one year oldhe Origin and Progress of the Society at Pleasant Hill and

unpublished Pleasant Hill records) Although they lived separately, tlohildren were able to

see their parents and older siblings from time to time. As an adult, Charles frequently
described himself as an orphan, yet he was devoted to his youngest sister, Prudence, who

had been raised from i nPleasantHill. i n t he Chil dren

Former Shaker Hervey El kins described a chil
AiThe chil dren, or al | under the age of si xt
play, sleep, and worship accompanied only by their-takers. Once upon the Sabbath do they
worship with the adults. Their meetings are not so long, neither do they retire but fifteen minutes
before theméééStubborn children are someti mes ¢
that requires an extreme gmity of coercion to induce them to conform, the society are not
allowed to keep. The contumacious child must be returned to his parents or guardian, and the
perverse beast must be sold. o
iThe boysod6 shop, so cal l ed,nthesppea lofbisiailargdi ng t wo
room where the cartakers reside, and where the boys who wish to read, write or reflect may
retire from the jabbering and confusion below. Whenever they leave their house or shop, they are
required to go two abreast and kestep with each other. No loud talking was allowable in the
court yards at any time. No talking or whispering when passing through the tasteful courts to
their work, their school, their meetings, or their meals; a still, soft walk on tiptoe, and an
indistinct closing of doors in the house; a gentle, yet a more brisk movement in the shops; a free



and jovial conversation when by themselves in the fields; but not a word, unless when spoken to,
when other brethren than their care takers were presemsuch vere the orders we saw
rigorously enforced, and the lenities we freely granted. We allowed them to indulge in the
innocent sports practiced elsewhere. But wrestling and scuffling were rarely permitted. No
sports were allowed in the courtyards unlesslaild talk was suppressed. We a few times
permitted them to roll trucks there, but allowed no verbal communication only by whispering.
iAl I were taught to confess alll violations |
Saturday was set apart forahpurpose. They enter one at a time, and kneel before the care
taker; and after confessing their faults, the ctaker makes some necessary inquiries in relation
to other boys, gives them generally some good advice, and they depart. After eighteeh yea
age, they are not required to kneel during the act of confession. To watch over a company of
boys like these is, with a little tact, an easy task. The vigils must be incessant; but there are in so
large a number those upon whom the caretaker my amd if ill conduct or bad habits are
creeping in, it may soon (Komhofff ggtiestre)ed by a shr ewc

Daniel MacHir Hutton, inOld Shakertown and the Shéers, states thai Nowh er e i n
any of their works or records have we foyrdvision or direcion or mention for a play

placeo (pg. 59.) There was little time for play in the lives of early Shaker children. The
Shakers viewed children, both their own and adopted apprentices, as a source of labor,

and they were taught at leaste trade. Like their adult counterparts, work and worship
dominated the lives of even these small children. When they left Pleasant Hill as adults
and discarded their Shaker faith, work conti
apostates. CharleBallance later described both himself and Francis Voris as being
drudges to work, implying that, although they did enjoy their work, that it was carried on

in almost a compulsive manner, quite unlike their-8oha k er counter part s.
mott o ewaes fMBa St (Rice, distom bf Retrih Gtydand County, pg. 577, a lesson

that he learned well at Pleasant Hill.

Charles Ballance, Thomas Bryant, Patsy Thomas and other Shaker children attended
classes three months a year for an elementaryaédodn reading, writing, and simple
math. Boys attended school in the winter, while girls attended separately in the summer.

Hervey L. Eadsdé6 education at South Union co
education during this early period. Bornane S out h UnEkadsnentared thd 8 0 7 A
society in his mother 6s oldymswas placBdeih the e he v
Childr esnQder. He lived inthe Chiden6s Or der unt i | he was fif
three months of each year after he was folit the mature age of six, he worked steadily

at manual | abor, | ear ni n@vhitsaedWaglanpg.@66) ei ght di f

As a matter of principle, the Society formally avoided the use of corporal pusmishyet

the precise nature dlisciplinary practices wé&d with individual caretakers. Stein states

that there were numerous discipline problems and claims of child abuse from outsiders

(pg. 60).The societybs rigid standards were enfor
peers therselves. Some children adjusted to the regimen better than others. After he left
Pleasant Hill in 1829, Charles Ballance was remembered as a difficult child who never
completely accepted his situation at Pleasant Hill. Although he signed the covenants of

1814 and 1824, Ballance is recorded as not being a believer in the tenants of the faith.
(unpublished Pleasant Hill records, incl. Winterthur 1044.10 (SA 1215.10) transcribed by K. Fleming,
5/21/93)



ACome, | et us all be marching
Into the New Jerusalem shaker Dancing Song

Mature Shaker communities like Pleasant Hill were flourishing communities, that
appeared to support tilseakSehakmerpsr@sdémitsen <Lylsake
mode of life, which, has solved social and religious [@ols and successfully established practical
brotherhoods of industry, besides freeing woman from inequality and injustice. To this there must be
added that it has banished from its precincts monopoly, immorality, intemperance, and crime, by creating a
ife of purity, social f r(&lkitd anch Taglor,dpreface.YWhenEnglisa i ndust r-
writer and social critic Harriet Martineau visited Shaker communities at Hancock and
New Lebanon in 1834, however, she observed a disturbing contradictiomenetw
material wealth and comfort on one hand, and, on the other hand, the regimentation,
intellectual poverty and preoccupation with celibacy engendered by the Shaker faith and
lifestyle. She wrote ifsociety in Americathat:

AThere i s nor geunetsitrieons uocfc etshse,i as far as wealth is
show more flourishing fields, gardens, and orchards than theirs. The houses are spacious and in all
respects unexceptional. The finish of every external thing testifies to their vieshhof material and
leisure. The floor of their place of worship (the scene of their peculiar exercises,) the roofs of their houses,
their staircarpets, the feet of their chairs, the springs of their gates, and their spitting bdaesven
these nedpeople have spitting boxésshow a nicety which is rare in America. Their table fare is of the

very best quality 0 Martineaubs party had anticipated having |
the Shakers saying that they did not want ttkenmoney by furnishing refreshments to impromptu guests,
and did not desire the trouble. After considerable pleading Martineau safiskhatr o nc e, however,

kindly gave way; and we were provided with delicious bread, molasses, butter, cheesmeard wome

made, of course. If happiness lay in bread and butter, and such things, these people have attained the

s ummu m bMantineau went on to take carefubte of the quantity and variety aéms which the

Shakers produced for sale. Thisgsaf ar , however, as Martineaub6s compl i m
Martineau continuesit her e must be something sound in the p

differ form the rest of the world, or they would not work at all; but the little that is vital is dreadfully

encumbered with that which is dead.ike all religious persuasions from which one differs, that of the

Shakers appears more reasonable in conversation, and in their daily actions, than on paper and at a

distance. In actual life, the absurd and peculiareges before the true and universal; but | own, | have

never withessed more visible absurdity than in the way of life of the Shakers. The sound part of their

principle is the same that has sustained all devotees; and with it is joined a spirit of fgilovistih makes

them more in the right than the Anchorites and Friars of old. This is all. Their spiritual pride, their insane

vanity, their intellectual torpor, their mental grossness, are melancholy to witness. Reading is discouraged

among them. Theithoughts are full of the one subject, of celibacy; with what effect, may be easily

imagined. Their religious exercises are disgustingly full of it. It cannot be otherwise, for they have no

other interesting subject of thought beyond their daily routihbusiness, no objects in life, no wants, no

hopes, no novelty of experience whatevieh ei r | i fe i s all dul | work and no

The women, who, accortj to Everett Webber, were often commandeditgo on t he toes,
arm folded across the stomachgiht hand on t he side, ti p({eberfpg.t he f i nge
57), specifically commanded thdhaomenjimteea fightful castutnee nt i on .
close opaque caps, and drab gowns of the last degree of tightness atidessa are nothing short of
disgusting. They are averse to the open air and exercise, they are pallid and spiritless. They look far more
forlorn and unnatural than the men. Their soulless stare at us, before their worship began, was almost as
affectirg as that of the lowest order of slaves; and when they danced, they were like so many galvanized
c o r p gMastineau, HarrietSociety in America Vol. 1,1837, pp. 316811 and 31314.)

By the | ate 18206s, Pl e a s anatély 4B0i Believerswast h  a p
as prosperous as the eastern communities visited by Martineau. Shakers were skilled



and tireless workers, and at Pleasant Hill, they built a diversified andusgining
agricultural and light industrial community. The Sogietvned approximately 3,000
acres of land and their assets included a grist milinfumill, saw mill, tan yard, ferries,

a stone quarry, a public tavern for travelers, and fine brick, stone and frame buildings, all
built by the residents themselves.hel sold a wide variety of goods and services,
including seeds, herbs and herbal medicines, and milled grains. They dyed fabrics, not
only for their own use, but commercially as well. They constructed flatboats and
transported their exports to nearby coumities, as well as St. Louis and New Orleans.

Peoriads future Shaker apostates played an
agricultural and commercial success. In 1812, James Gass became a Trustee and was
appointed t o tr extermal busineds(blaek an8 6latn, ed.19)16ke

subsequent trustees, including Francis Voris, Gass became a salesman for Shaker
products and a purchasiagent for goods which the order had to blny1816, Francis

Voris and Abram Fite departed on thesfiof several long voyages by flatboat to St.

Louis and New Orleans. In 1824,Voris signed an invoice for Shaker products shipped to
Selma, Alabama and Herculaneum, MO. The inventory included carpeting, oil(linseed),

cedar ware, large and small brooms, biirass seed, baskets, hats, sugar boxes and

carpenterds gauges all g u adourcéd: yhpubpstiedPtkasabtt s ma d
Hill account books and invoices).

In 1827, Charles Ballance wrote and publishedSmall Treatiseon Gardening by

Charles Balance, Seed Gardener and Nurseryman for the Unitatiety at Pleasant Hill, Ky.

perhaps the earliest horticulture publication in the westle states in the preface, that

his bookletii s designed principall y tliedabitdfbuginglow gaedéni t of t h

seeds. For this reason, | have not directed how to raise good seed, but only how to raise good vegetables
from good seed. Having been a practical Gardener for twelve years in this place, the reader may be

assured that thenstructions are adapted to this climadeHe further addsth&t As | have no educa
only what | have obtained under the most disadvantageous circumstances, and have trusted entirely to my
own ability in preparing the manuscript, a display of literate  wi | | not be expected. 0

C. B.

Pleasant Hill, November 28, 1827

Ballance was 27 years old when he published his treatise and had been a gardener and
nurseryman since he was 15 years old. He wasdsres an expert in his field, since the
Shakers allowed him to publish this work and they distributed it to their seed customers.
The treatise is one of the earliest professional gardening books written specifically by and
for western farmers. It is a wable piece of American agricultural history, and a copy of

the work is held in the collection of the New York Botanical Garden.

1C



Dissent and secession shatters the peace at Pleasant Hill
AAbout 1826, we began t o dessiobsasdet i n

i mpi ngements of seceders. .o
Origin and Progress of the Societyat Pleasant Hill

Even as Charles Ballance wrote his gardening Tredtisestrong bonds of community

and cooperation were crumbling bentuekpt h t he
ut opi a. Peoriads future Shakers were at th
and demand for political change within the society shook the foundations of Pleasant

Hill, and threatened other Shaker communities with similar unrest. @atise Shaker

leaders quickly identified Elder James GasG asn e o hcipdl heads @f the party of

infi del i ty an(eleasantHp docsiniertt WROMAG3, pg..1)Gass, along with other

Pleasant Hill pioneers and many members of the risexgmgtion, revolted against the

absolute authority of the church hierarchy and the rules and regulations that governed
every aspect of Believersodo | ives. The di
reforms were not instituted, threatened the diggm of the Pleasant Hill Society and the
disbursement of its assets.

The anonymous author of tl@rigin & Progress of the Society at Pleasant Hill a

devout Believer, wrote thati a b o ut 1826 we began to be beset
aggressions animpingements of seceders or apostates, some of whaip skaims as Covenant

members and attempted to keep possession and reside in the families among Believers, or to go

and come when they pleased, while they threw off all disguise andlypuehouncedhe faith

and disclaimed all allegiance to the Society, rejected its authority and refused submission to the

rules and regulations thereof. Otterthat left the place trespass[ed] upon our rights and

privileges in various way. These things brought gteatble upon the socigtand gave rise to

much legal litigation between the parties(pg. 28, spelling and punctuation provided by author).

Il n response to the dissidents6é demands, char
Elder, Mother Lucy Smit., and some leadership positions became elected seats. James
Gass, for example, was elected an elder of the first family. In 18285 and Tyler
Baldwinwent to the central Ministry in New Lebanon, New York to seek confirmation of
the changes made Bteasant Hill. Their mission was a failure. Instead of approving the
changes, the church leadership declared the Kentucky community to be in disharmony
with the central doctrines and orders of the communal pattern established by New
Lebanon and instituteduick and decisive measures to stem the revolutionary tide.
Delegations of ministry and stalwart elders were sent from Shaker strongholds at Union
Village, Ohio and New Lebanon, New York, to take direct action to quiet the dissension,
reassert control, ancestore religious order at Pleasant HMother Lucy Smith, was
declared weak in mind and body, relieved of her responsibilities and escorted to Union
Village, and Second Elder Samuel Turner was installed in her ptase, pg. 128).

An unidentified member of one of the Ministry delegations wrote the following
description of the dissention at Pleasant Hill in a confidential letter dated Sept. 8, 1828,

AThe condition of P.H. we have good reason to hope, is not to be despaired of, although it is

indeal deplorable to what it was about 5 or 6 years ago, as it respects both spiritual and

temporal life and strengthoAf t er Mot her Lucy Smithopartiesni ti al C

11



were gradually formed all aspiring to be leads, and the heretical, tfault finders, flesh

mongers, and ism hunters, all found subjects enough to speculate to reason and to deliate upon

infidel philosophy and evil gained the ascendancy, so the gift and influence of the Ministry and of

the leading part of the Society declihe In the meantime, there was that John Whitby, of

detestable memory, in his outward appearance and manners, he was very mild, prudent and
exemplary, but at the same time, very sly, undermining, cunning and deceitful, at heart a perfect

infidel, secretlyand assiduously, under a most pious cloak, insinuating ideas and inculcating

principles of the most dangerous and infernal kinbhfidelity, pride, presumption, disorder and

confusion, grew into a contagion contagion spread and grew into a plagu8cacely an
honorabl e member but became contaminated, or a
Mi nistry, El ders and Deacons, but such as are of
sense, and instilled as much as possible into the minds of thgeyodiassesio Down wi t h

pri estwas thé ¢ryd in exultation of the prospécb | et t he PEOPLE be | i be
bondage, and be free to judge and to act for th
what mischief and confusion, whatliaffon and distress, such an infidel and libertine spirit must

create........... Numbers continued going off to the world, leaving still their poison letinhite

others as poisonous and so infidel as they, and who wished to be received by the bady as le

and legislators, were determined to stay on the ground, claim their right to the property and
premises and to do as they pleasedéé. All these
evident to all who could see and feel, that the Society werea r api d (wpulishdado r ui n. C
anonymous letter dated September 8, 1828, to Elder Nathaniel of Pittsfield, MA, transcribed by Larrie

Curry, Pleasant Hill, Nov. 1992).

With conservative leadership now firmly in control, fighting within Pleaséitbecame

Vi cious. Il n September, 1828, a dissenteros
dissenters still living in the communityltwasfi publ i cly reproved and r
to house and denounced, till it had the chance of operatirig,dsa vomit and a purge.

But so secret and determined do these chiefs and evil workers mean to be that no one
woul d own his beingg(pt)he aut hor of that | ette

Future Peoria apostate James Gass, thwarted in his efforts to reform the Society at
Pleasant Hill was expelled from the community on January 28, 1828. He eventually

became a litigant against the Society. Tyler Baldwin was expelled February 19, 1829.

By |l ate 1828, 42 pioneer members of Pl easant
and legal suits against the Shakers were beginning to pile up in Kentucky courts.
According to Clark and Ham, some of the apostates stated that they had failed to find the

perfectibility of men and spiritual dsurcease
(Clark and Ham, pg. 46).

Trustee Francis Vori s, hi mself a future Peo
affairs and organized Pl easant Hill 6s | egal
confidence of the Central Ministry in Mt. Lean, and tried to secure Society assets, as

apostates sued to recover their property or funds. In a letter to the Ministry dated May 13,

1827, Voris wrotdiThere seems to be a near approatihis place, of troubles with apostates;

and from the threatengnattitude which a combined number of them are assuming, we may expect

to undergo the ordeal of a thorough judicial scrutiny; and we think, from the grounds which their

council seems to take, they mean to attack the foundation principles of the Churcar@ove

the score of its being contrary to the spirit and genius of the Constitution and government of the

United States, and at war with the Common Law principles, we being somewhat in the form of a
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Church Corporation without a license. Upon this grouhdwever, we do not think there is much
danger. Yet we think it altogether necessary to be well prepared with the best lights upon the
subject that \wsepublshedlettgy, Pleasant Hile #adscribed by Katherine Fleming,
1993, spelling andynctuation provided by the present author).

Voris clearly is concerned and irritated by the suits and the disharmony. He further states that

apostate Samuel Banhan ol d man, who believed in the firs"
then brought in casiderable money and property, say to the amount of three or four thousand

dollars, and who in the year 1814 signed the Church covenant, has turned off. He now claims his

money and property to remove away again, disregarding his having entered into #ealipv

and once dedicating his property to the use of the gospel. The old man is greatly strengthened by

other apostates, who are urging him on; as also are two of his own children in the world, who

hold a respectable standing in point of Character, ali a& one of them having considerable

property. This together with his age, and grey head, and former good character in the world,

forms altogether an imposing appearance. And added to this, they are endeavoring to make it an
electioneering hobby onwtlic hi s counci |l wishes t¢bdride into th

Alt appears evident that as they have

them in a very striking manne
Pleasant Hill Believer speaks of Apostates, September 13, 1831

By 1830, only éhandful of the children of the original Pleasant Hill pioneers remained in
the community. The early apostates, several of them future Peorians, did not remove far
from Pleasant Hill while their law suits were pending in Kentucky courts. According to
Pleasant Hill records, the apostates plagued the Pleasant Hill community by raiding their
stock, secretly communicating with residents, and inciting public enmity against the
Society in nearby Danville and Harrodsburg. On September 13, 1831, a Pleasant Hill
Believer wrote to the Central Ministry describing the problems that they were having
with apostates engaging in some vicious gossip:

it is certain that we have been much affl
conseguence of false brethren and reprobatého have gone out from among us, and stirred up
the feelings of many of the world of mankind in these parts, to do the Believers all the injure in
their power, so that if possible they might dest

€ é. t hey s e & lossds@nd misappbintments in a peculiar manner, one of
which we will mention. Last spring five or six of them purchased a boat, and loaded it with
articles of manufacture of one kind and another, such as they could collect, to the amount of
about $140, a part of which belonged to themselves and a part to others. They set off from
Shawnee Run, for New Orleans market. They went on about 15 miles down the river, where their
boat stove against a rock, so that it emptied itself into the river, and Hidlbated off in pieces.
The crew saved their lives by leaping upon the bank of the river; but their cargo was mostly lost.
After this, these apostates returned back into this neighborhood. James Gass, who was one the
boat 6s cr ew, h @ldshouse witltches fagity aind othmets of his sort, within about a
mile of us, for the purpose of pilfering and stealing from the Believers, as is reported among the
world. However that may be, they evidently carry on that business largely, even tdrteotak
cattle and sheep and grain from the fields, together with many other thin@teasant Hill

archives,excerptsunpublished documentlated September 13, 183&/interthur 1044.10, transcribed by
K. Fleming, 5/21/93).

According to Pleasant Hill oerds, Charles Ballance sold a horse belonging to the
Society in order to discharge a debt t hat
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formally expelled from the Pleasant Hill community March 14, 1829, with the Believers
loudly damning him to Hell. Ballece settled his law suits against the Shakers out of

court in 1831, and received a payment of $350 from the Shak&Xsurnal of Charles
Ballanceo Ernest East, editor, JISHS, Vol. 30, #1, pg. 71.)

In 1834, James Gass, Samuel Banta and the other tgtifge their law suits against the
Shakers, and the binding validity of the Pleasant Hill covenant was upheld in the
Kentucky Court of Appeals. The court ruled that Gass and Banta had been instrumental

in forming the Pleasant Hill association and noweverme n di sappoi nted in t
of ambitionééée[that t hey wer e] of sound mir
joined the societyéé. [and instead of] bei |
themselves were leading members inducing others tohjem tn the compact. Gass led

thevanif or hi s signature i s t (Tke Dediserrofthe Gourtbfst put

Appeals in Kentucky, published Dayton, Ohio, 1834, Western Reserve Historical Society microfiche, pp.
50-51.)

The courtdecisins strengthened the Shakerso | egal r
protected them from further efforts on behalf of apostates to collect property and
compensation from the Society. But the elders, desperate to be rid of the recalcitrant

former Believes, paid the apostates $13,000 to resettle elsewhere, preferably as far away

from Pleasant Hill as possiblélark and Ham, pg. 48 5everal former Shakers, including

James Gass and his family, used their share of the funds to buy property or establish
businesses in or near Peoria.

The Shaker apostates themselves are not known to have left a written record of their
reasons for leaving Pleasant Hill. What we understand to be the case is gleaned from
Shaker records and the decision of the Kentucky Cdufppeals. Pleasant Hill was

born in the fervor of the Kentucky Revival and began as an apocalyptic community
whose believers were faithfully uniting and cleansing themselves in preparation for the
imminent end of days. As it became evident that the dyutta predictions were not

going to come to pass in the immediate future, the Shakers reasoned that, although the
millennial day had dawned, that it was going to be a very long day that could last
decades, but that Believers, nonetheless, should renzaly fer the end of day$Green

and Wells,A Summary View of the Millenial Church, pg. 255). T he Shaker és <call ed
insight the Millennial Church and life at Pleasant Hill and other Shaker communities
became strictly regulated lest Believers be tburanting on the day of divine judgment.

Al facets of the Believersodé daily Iives wel
ate, walked, talked, dressed themselves, worked and slept. As time passed, the
community grew wealthy and very comfortablen dheir combined assets and
achievements, but the personal lifestyle became suffocating and intolerable for many
residents. Not wanting, however, to abandon their Shaker faith, dissidents first tried to
reform the Society from within, making it more densaia, electing Pleasant Hill
leaders, and relaxing prohibitions against communicating with each other. The Central
Ministry, along with conservative elements within the Kentucky Society itself, came
down like thunder upon the upstarts, and crushed akdis Dissidents who tried to
remain and fight for their reforms were eventually driven out of the community, while
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those who remained at Pleasant Hill continued trimming their lamps and waiting for new
Believers from the world to enter the community aeplenish their ranks.

Al stil |l wild@ call myself Kentu
Although | never may return to thee,
I | ove thee still, thou still E

Charles Ballance, January, 1832

According to Pleasant Hi | | and jownalfsalapbook,Ch ar | e s
many of the Shaker apostates continued to communicate with each other, work and
sometimes live together immediately after leaving the Shaker community, turning to each

other for support and guidance as they adjusted both persandllgrofessionally to the

world.

Apostates who had been raised at Pleasant Hill or lived in a Shaker community for many
years had developed mannerisms and attitudes that were very different than those of the
average person of the world. They were vamegpeople, walking softly, closing doors
softly, speaking in quiet voices. They were not skilled at small talk, and they worked
constantly. They were forbidden to have pets, which in Kentucky and early lllinois
would have branded them as being distinatld. Charles Ballance alluded to this
difference and the social awkwardness that he felt in the following undated poem titled

AReasons for not signing al bumo

ifBut I, al as, without a friend or di me,
Was cast an orphan on the sea of time

To sink or swn, or boldly force my way,

Where thousands disappear beneath the spray.

|l 6ve had no time to |l earn the art to please,
Nor means to live in fashionable ease,

|l 6ve been a drudge to business twenty year s;
Il &m growing old, as from my hair appear s,
And am, as Wwould think, the last of men,

To please just such a lady with my pen.

|l 6ve read somewhat of politics and | aw,

And could a statute or mortgage draw;

And something | might say | understand,

About land titles, and the price of land.

I couldaplainandhomgl | ect ure gi vebd

On making money with a view to live;

But how to spend it in those genteel ways,

to dandies known in these degenerate days;

or how a billet doux should be composed,

or how a modern courtship should be made,

By those who follow courtship agrade,

Are matters | do not pretend to teach,

So far are they beyond my musebds reach. 0
(SourceBallance Scrapbook manuscript collection, Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield, excerpts of
poem published in theeoria Republican, undated news clipg.)
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The Shakers were strictly celibate, and had developed an elaborate set of rules,
procedures and customs to ensure that celibacy would be maintained. Communication
between the men and women, boys and girls was strictly supervised, and even ainking
blinking at one another was forbidden. Yet, within the confines of the repressed sexual
environment at Pleasant Hill, love and nature apparently found a way to flourish, and
several of the apostates married each other within days or weeks of leaging th
community and soon started families of their own.

Abram Fite, 46, left Pleasant Hill June 3, 1831 and married Anna Reed, another apostate,
on August 19, 1831, two days after she left Pleasant Hill. According to census records,
Abram was married twicand had ten children. Francis Voris left Pleasant Hill August
25, 1829 and married Patsy (Martha) Thomas shortly after she left the Shakers in October
of the same year. Of the 26 former Shakers known to have been living in lllinois in later
years, only JCharles Ballance, James G. Lineback, and Hortensia Voris) are known to
have married out of the tight circle of Apostates. Moreover, all of the known Peoria
apostates married, and only Thomas Bryant did not have children.

Since Believers were expectaridissolve their traditional family ties when they entered
Pleasant Hill, the bonds between parents and children, brothers and sisters were
weakened and strained. It is remarkable, therefore, that family ties among the apostates
had not been broken byare than 20 years of Shaker socialization. James Gass, for
example, entered Pleasant Hill with his children, and he and his wife left with two sons
and a daughter. Francis Voris left with his brothers Abram, Samuel, David, Henry, James
Jr. and sister Hoghsia and Montfort cousins Charity, David, Henry, John Jr., John Sr,
and Banta relatives as well.

Thomas Bryant was the only apostate in Peoria to settle without accompanying spouse or
family (although there is some evidence that his brother Williatttedeelsewhere in
lllinois). Charles Ballance brought his sister, Prudence, to Peoria in 1834. Other former
Shakers, the Gass, Voris, Congleton and Lineback families were complex
intergenerational families consisting of brothers and sisters, paren@datdchildren,
nieces, nephews and wards. All of these families, including the Ballances and Thomas
Bryant shared complex bonds of marriage and kinship that persisted for two generations
in lllinois.

The Voris family group members lived together the rest of their lives, thus most
closely replicating their Pleasant Hill experience. Charles and Julia Ballance were close

friends of the Vorisé and |lived across the
remembered them fondly:
nMr . B @dme &amcKentucky to Peoria in 1831 and soon afterward induced his

friends, the Vorises, to join him here. The family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Francis Voris, two
younger brothers, Abram and Sam, a sister, Hortensia, and Miss Sarah Congleton. Téesbroth
kept a general store, which developed into a forwarding and commission business. They also
went into the packing of pork in winter, which they would pack in flat boats and when the river
opened in the spring, send it down the river where there waayaha ready market for
provisions. Their store was located on Water Street for years and their various interests
furnished employment for a number of young men. Miss Hortensia Voris married Dr. Hogan, a
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practicing physician, but in a year or two they mdvto Texas and | lost sight of them. Mr.
Abram Voris went down the river as supercargo of a line ofbibats, and while in the
neighborhood of Natchez took the cholera and died. A year or two later, Mr. Samuel Voris
married Miss Congleton and for motiean a quarter of a century the two brothers, Francis and
Samuel, with their families lived together in the homestead in perfect accord. As children grew to
maturity and were married, additions would be made to the original house, but so long as the
first couples remained there was no thought of separation. As time went on, they prospered and
for years were considered among the wealthiest as well as the most hospitable people in the
C 0 u n t( Remidiscences of Julia M. Ballarigel 899 in Rice, Col. Jags M.,Peoria City and County

lllinois, pg. 69. Col. Rice was Juliaf6s son in law.) (no
Shaker researcher and Voris descendent, Jean Dones.)

The apostates Shaker experienc@repared them very well for the business of

making a living in the world. While at Pleasant Hill, they had built a model community

with a prosperous economy out of the raw Kentucky frontier. They designed and
constructed all of their own buildings, mills, ferries and boats. Theerfiad furniture,

textil es, clothing, and accessories. Al t ho
agriculture, the Shakers processed their own agricultural products and developed light
industries based upon these products. For example, they wodgethéabrics produced

from cotton and flax grown in their fields, and sold them commercially. They grew,
packaged and sold seeds along with Charl es I
own business managers and salesmen and provided a wide rgogel® and services to

the surrounding community. Unl i ke Harriet \Y,
like to cater to visitors, Pleasant Hill was located on the old Lexirigtavuisville stage

road, and for many years, the Pleasant Hill Shakerstguka fine tavern for travelers.

In Peoria, the Voris brothers quickly reopenedtheir business linkswith St. Louis

and New Orleans, helping to establisla non-fur trade related commercial link with

the South that dominated the Peoria economy prior to tb Civil War. They

combined their agricultural assets with the business and trade skills that they had learned

at Pleasant Hill. One of their earliest ventures was pork packing, transporting the meat to

New Orleans on their flatboatBallance Scrapbook undated news article written by C. Ballance

tited i En ¢ o ur a i engudng .years, the Voris family had numergueminent and
successfubusiness interessnd i ts members were among Peor
Charles Ballance was not only a reataés speculator, he also was a surveyor. He

surveyed the City of Peoria in 1832 and 183¢hnick,iiThe Old Galena Traijl @nap, pg. 371),

and Ball ance, the Vorisé and Thomas Bryant ¢
(A1 | seNevd Atlas of the Gty of Peoria, 1903 maps pages 4, 5, & 17.)Charles Ballance and Isaac

G. Lineback owned and operated a farrg a 8 ) | & n c e pgl70)u kimeback was a

tailor and owned a general clothing st@Peoria Registerand Nathwestern GazetteeMay 13
1837)

Mason Gass and Prudence Ballance Gass manage
Hill Pavilion, which was located on the bluff overlooking the lllinois River Valley and
commanded an impressive view of Lake Peoria. S. Dewitt Drown desdhbenotel in

his Almanac for 18511t he bui l ding is a substantial frame
52 feet, and has one of the finest ball rooms in the State. It is kept in good style by Mr. Mason
Gass, wh o, with hiswodédbet tgent hapl ftchek dacw ewed lulr eha
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man. 0 Her e, t oo, t he weary traveler can take h

Peoria to Galena,) and here those disposed, <can
the girlsi N t he moDrmikmanacdod1851Peoria, 1850, pg. 113.Yhe property was
originally owned by Julia Ballanceds uncl e,

Ballance, who also invested in property overlooking the river. Later, ThomantBry

who married Prudence after Mason GassoO deat|
the Galena Road, where he and his nephew, James Congleton made wine in large
guantities. Samuel Voris was one of Bryantos
Peoria County). The Voris family, who owned
first telegraphic line, was also in the entertainment business with refreshing, medicinal

sulfur springs, named the Voris Sprin@ateman & McCulloughHistory of Peoria County,
1902, pg. 269, 133, 9®eoria WPA index Oakford, pg. 8384)

Peori ads Shaker Apostates were a very <cl os
hidden within the larger Peoria community, and there is no evidence that their
contemporaries were awareof their past associations at Pleasant Hillor even with

each other This is all the more remarkable because Charles Ballance, Francis Voris,

John Congleton, Thomas Bryant, and Voris grand nephew Henry Baldwin were all
elected to various public officesver a period of 35 years. Francis Voris, for example,

was elected to the lllinois State House of Representatives in 1836, appointed director of

the State Bank of lllinois in 1838, and elected Peoria town trustee in(L842 State

Archives, WPA nameéndex of early settler3 Ballance provided an interesting biography for
publication when he ran for office, and he wrote affectionate obituaries for Francis and

Patsy Voris, but Shakers and Pleasant Hill are never alludé@ws clippings, Ba#nce

Scrgpbook.) He was elected Mayor of Peoria in 1856 and served as city alderman for
several years. Henry Baldwin was elected Mayor in 1866. Thomas Bryant was Sheriff

of Peoria County 18380 and Judge of Probate Court and Probate Justice of the Peace,
184749 (Peoria Public Library, WPA name index.Jn business affairs, it appears that the
apostates might have been silent partners i
BallanceLi neback ferry in 1835, i n which | saac
publicized. Peoria County Estate records for the Ballance, Bryant, and Voris and
Lineback families reveal that the apostates kept their estate business within the former
Shaker group and their children, leaving trusted confidants within the family to put
personal papers and business records in order, far from prying eyes.

Peoriads early Shaker connection remained a
Peoria newspaperman and | ocal historian, E ¢
A J o ur ntleelJaurnal of the lllinois State Historical Sociely April, 1937. East,

however, did not recognize or elaborate on references to Pleasant Hill and the Shakers

found in the Journal. East obtained the original document from Ballance granddaughter,

Cardyn Rice, and printed an entry in which Charles statesitt@ti nce t he above
took my sister Prudence from Pl easant Hi | |
(East, pg. 71.East does not inform the reader that Pleasant Hill is a Shaker comrunit

that Charles and Prudence Ballance had been members of the community. The original
document that East worked with has disappeareB.h ar | es Bal l anceds Sc
however, has been preserved in the Lincoln Presidential Library manuscript collection.
Approximately 10 pages of the original document have been removed, suggesting that
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East s materi al originated in this scrapboc
written notes, draft letters, accounts, and newspaper clippings written primarily by

Ballance under a number of pseudonymke Scrapbookalso include the historically

valuable letter to Abram Fite and dozens of autobiographical poems and articles written

by Ballance, among them, his touching obituary for Patsy Thomas Voris.

| n t h e lochl9PBiad hestorian, Aaron Oakford learned of the Shaker connection,
but only insofar as it related to the Voris family, but he does not cite his sources. Oakford
did not disclose that Peoriads pioneer Vori:

from Pleasant Hill. Instead, he attributed the Shaker connection to their father as

follows: A They were the sons of Samuel Van der Vori s
1754. Some years later the father worked his way to Pleasant Hill, Kentuckye \Wwh
established a settl ement of 6Shaker sé He was

Characteristic of the Kentucky gentleman, he possessed considerable pride which his children
i nher {(Obkerd, AabonThe Peoria Storya collection of photogphs and short biographies about

Peoriabs pioneer famil i es ;1957, Reoria .Puble Librgoygmanusidot gat her
collecton) I n f act , Samuel Van der Voris was not F
not come from Holland. Accomig t o Pl easant Hi | | records, |

was John Voris, who was born in 1758 in Middlesex County, New Jersey, and was one of
the early Kentucky Believers. He died at Pleasant Hill in 1845, a devout and respected
Shaker BelieverPleasantill records, and Hutton, op. cit., pg. 58.)

Conclusion

The frontier has always been a place where individuals can reinvent themselves and

begin their lives anew. One usually thinks of individuals in this regard, and occasionally

families, but rarely arentire group. It is unusual, therefore, to find a group such as
Peori ads Shaker apostates wh o came t o t he
controversial past associations, and establishing themselves as prominent members of the

new community while tathe same time successfully keeping their past a secret. They hid,

So to speak, in plain view.

Peori ads Shakers brought the very best of
industrious, zealous community builders at Pleasant Hill, and they were iodsisind

zealous community builders in Peoria. It was Shaker apostate Francis Voris who dug the

very foundations for the first Peoria County Court House in 1834 and superintended the
construction project. After Pleasant Hill fell short of their utopaeal, these remarkable

individuals managed to reorder and reorganize their lives and using skills learned at
Pleasant Hill, they helped to build a new, more democratic community on the lllinois
frontier, where families prospered and the rising generatiadclook forward to an

expanding future.
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Peoria & Associated lllinois Shaker Apostates

Compiled November, 2005 by Patricia L. Goitein
Peoria, lllinois

Sources: Pleasant Hill records, FedleC&nsus records, Peoria County Property and
Estate Records, local histories previously cited.

Ballance, Charles

Ballance, Prudencsister of Charles, married first, Mason Gass; married second, Thomas Bryant.
Bryant, Thomas

Bryant, William

Conglebn, James R.

Congleton, John

Congleton, Sallymarried Samuel Voris

Fite, Abram settled in Wabash County, lllinois

Gass, Abby, (Ibbyife of James

Gass, Benjamirsettled in Morgan County, IL.

Gass, James

Gass, Jane,(Jinnyparried James Congleton

Gass, Masonarried Prudence Ballance

Lineback, Isaac Sr.,

Lineback, Isaac G.

Lineback, Jacob

Lineback, Phebayife of Jacob

Lineback, Rhodayrobablewife of Isaac Sr., died prior to 1850.
Lineback, William

Reed, Annamarried Abram Fite, died prior to 58, Abram remarried.
Maria Saylor married John Congleton

Thomas, Patsyyarried Francis Voris (see obituary written by Charles Ballance, pg. 23.)
Voris, Abram

Voris, Francis

Voris, Hortensia

Voris, Samuel

Also important to this list:

Tyler Baldwin and éretta Banta, daughter of Betsy Thomas and Cornelius Banta, niece

of Patsy Thomas Voris. Tyler and Jeretta married and had two children, Henry T., and
Elizabeth. Francis and Patsy Voris adopted Henry, and he was their sole heir. According

to census recod s , Elizabeth |ived with the Voriso,
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(SourceBallance Scrapbook
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