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Drawing on first person accounts from contemporaries who knew young Abe
Lincoln, newspaper articles of the day, and other documentary sources,
author Richard Lawrence Miller brings the world of Lincoln and the early
western frontier to life. The Lincoln family and people like them, were the
mdomitable Sucker frontiersmen who later opened the lead mines and first
settled the Galena Trail frontier. Young Abe himself was among the Illinois
troops who fought in the Black Hawk War and secured the Galena Trail and
northern Illinois for American settlement. Miller brings their exploits,
superstitions, customs, and folk ways into sharp focus, as he describes young
Abe Lincoln and his family’s struggle to survive and prosper on a primitive
and often unforgiving frontier.
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