The 1833 Levi Warner Survey
The Galena Trail Becomes a State Road

Excerpts and Commentary by Patricia Goitein, Editor, Galena Trail Newsletter

By 1833, the Galena Trail was a well known old frontier road crossing northern
lllinois. Taverns had been esteblished at regular intervals, and thousands of
travelers crossed it in relative safety every year. It was open and nearly ready to
accommodate the expected tide of immigration into lllinois following the Black
Hawk War.

On January 18, 1833, the lllinois General Assembly passed an ActDeclaring the

Road from Peoria to Galena a state Road The bill declared that the old road,

when a/ tered and staked, shall be henceforth
least four poles wide, and kept in repair asot her publ i ¢ Josephhway ar
Meredith of Peoria County, Charles Boyd of Putnam County, Joseph Smith and

John D. Winters of Joe Daviess Gunty were appointed commissioners to examine

the road, and st ake such alterations ilefatdhe o/l d
Judgment will best promote the public convenience and utility, taking into

consideration the nearest route and best ground, as well as those points of timber

most contiguous to the nearest route, adapted to the location of houses for the

entertainme n t of t rTheyeavtre also.reuiredto not e the distan
betweenthe houses of ent adihesize) quality and number of

all the water course which, in their opinion, will require bridges, and the probable

cost of the same, aswdl as t he general bearings of the
Upon completion of the survey, the Commissioners were required to file a survey

map and notes with the courts in Peoria, Jo Daviess, and Putnam countiesaand

with the Secretary of the State of lllinois. The County Commissioners Courts

were required to pay the state appointed commissioners $1.25 for each day they

worked on the survey, and to pay the survey chain bearers at the local going rate.

Levi Warner of Jo Daviess County waslater hired to survey the road under the

supervision of the appointed Commissioners. (An Act Declaring the road from Peoria to

Galena a state road, and for other purposesapproved, January 18, 1833published in Laws, passed at the
eighth session of the General Assemlly of the State of lllinois, Kaskaskia, 1833, pp. 176177, lllinois State
Archives, Springfield, IL.)

Warner and the Commissioners started the state survey in Peoria on May 16,
1833, at t he east corneAcodr dihreg Pud I SlimaySqruas ed

notes, the Commissioners argued about the Peoria Countynaligs The entries record
thattheir new alignment did not closely follow the dkhlenaroad. In fact, the old road



i's not mentioned in the ear teg(Waeerdurveynetes, of War
non-paginated and unpublished document, Polo Historical Society, identified heredftdo amtes

On May 20, 1833, 31 Miles north of Peoria, theC 0 mmi s s iagumemntssc@ne
to a climax. Warner states that the Co mmi s beingl dssatisfied with the
route they had taken on account of the probable expense that would occur in
making of the same and also of the angular points in the same, Return back to a
point 4 miles from Peoria and recommence at a post marked with four notches in
/' t(Roldnotes, May 20 entry).

The Commi ssioners® second s tThig time, pheyov e d mo r
followed the old road (the old Galena Trail) c | osel y, at times taking
the east side of the oldl doraadad°® ettmom. t heAlmt h
were still arguing, Warner and the Commissioners quickly crossed Peoria County.

Ei ght mi |l es out , opposite John Ri dgeway ®s
Commissioners were d/ sagreei ng as to the goomwa e to pr
straight direction on good ground for a road or whether to go angling on bad

ground where several brPodagtessine 7pTlhd stirveye r equi
shows that they chose the straight and good route, and presently arrived before
ThomasReed®s house at the northern end of Las
Cl ark/ Peori a. They stayed the night at Jose

s 7.
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Detall map, official survey, op Clt Warner 1833

Warner and the Commissioners entered Putnam County the following day,
Warner noting that in Putham County they wereon a very good [ ocati
road t hitbengf ar / arge prairi e etotlenydis2ng o RocCh

36 miles from Peoria and neadooMr .gr@uarnl s rl
road thus far with some few exceptions where ravines or low sways of ground

intervene which would render it disagreeable traveling until the same shall be

I mproved by wadabldfenryd#sne on It °

Editor ®BoyWo®e : Gr ov e waalongahe palepauTrad.r Charleso p
Boyd®s two story | og taver weregseae. ulsi8) |y cr o\
after latecomers arrived and found two guests sleeping comfortably, each in his



own bed, thel andl ady at Boyd®s GroveUgva’s Greaad 1
people, truly! A bed to themselves, the hogs! They travel together- and they eat
together - and they eat enough too,-yett hey can®t s Tleedaveler,oget her.
Charles Fenno Hoffman, goes on to say that the landlord [probably Charles Boyd,

ed.], was a r es pect-aged man mha dd everything to make our

Situation comfortable during the thirty -six hours we spent at his cabin, interposed,

and silenced his better half and, the new comers wrapping themselves in their

cloaks before the fire, in a few minutes all became still about the establishment.

The good dame, who must have been a findlooking woman in her day, and was, /

believe, in spite of her scolding ways, really well-disposed towards us at heart,

gave us a capital cup of cof ee and a ki nd faremoinla, / n t he
Charles Fenno,A Winter in the Far West, London, 1835, Vol. |, pp.27®8)

May 25, 1833, 54 miles from Peoriqo pposi te and near to Mr. Sh
grove. Level prairi e [ qgpolonbtel, Saturlay Bay 25 9833entryy1/ / e s . °
According to H. CHistofg ofaBlredw \Caumty /Mirdi8 5Warren
Sherley came to lllinois in the spring of 1829. After making enough
improvements to hold his claim at the grove, Sherley went home to

Mas sachusetts and never returned. Hi s cl ai m
(Bradsby, pg. 86.)

May 26, 1833, 62 miles from Peoria opposite and about one chain from Mr.

Joseph Smith®s house, situated I n the point
high el evation of ground. 63 mil es from Peo
Smit h®s, good g fikdyMay 267 entry.) &Monday, May. 27", 1833:

- Joseph Smith | ives i n Joe Davis County al
! [ n(&alo Rotes,May 26" entry)

May 28, 1833, 74 miles from Peoriagto a po/i nt on a high ri dge w/
the ferry on Rock River, and the Grove at Mr
same t i mi&t Di Xpese®dday Dkenyllr),y a ¢ r o s siverfront k R

bank to bank - Rock River is a beautiful stream, Rocky bottom and good healthy

wat gibid, May 28" entry)




Detail, map, official survey, op cit., Warner 1833

Wednesday, May 29, 183391 miles from Peoria,to apoint opposi t e and ab
one chain from Ol i ver W. K e Wihere ghegy w redidesu Byepd by he

will be in his new house on t hNaneroded near t
that the nearby Buffalo Creekisa " beaut /i ful stream of water a
running through Bu f f a | o.(ibiG Mag 28"eerftry).
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Detail, map, official survey, op cit., Warner 1833

Thursday, May 30,1833 98 mi les from Peoria, opposite
from Chamb e (ib@® May sdOeotrgp € . °

Friday, May 31, 1833 a very disagreeable cold, windy and rainy day, went back to
Chamber s® h o u(sicerriday,ma) 318ebtrg i d . °

Saturday, June 1, 1833108 miles from Peoria, opposi t e and about fFif
from Mr. T h o ma s (ibi€, sBaarday; 8re  éntg)u s e . °

Sunday, June 2, 1833116 milesfromPeoria "t 0 t he o/ d road at t he
cutoff2bei ng a cut of | should guessuneere mil e
entryy Warner and the Commi ssioners apparently

Thomas Crain®s tavern, t Insdo the theem albng atray t o | e a
as directed by the General Assembly. Galena Trail lore has it that the

Commi ssioners also changed the alignment to
tavern, and leading customers away romAme nt ®s a t As e dory Qaes .

Mr s . Smit h®s cooking was far more agreeabl

bachelor Ament brothers, who reputedly were agreeable fellows, but terrible
cooks.



Monday, June 3, 1833132/33 miles from Peoria, at the banks of the Apple River,
“a fine current of wgidevonda erdy) aEnterigiomem f or di ng
at Mr. Jo hn D. (ofitfal frate euwe@iScum@nontas e

Wednesday, June 5,183 nt er t ai nment at " Me whelthe as P. A
n o w | 136/émilés,from Peoria. (Polo notes, June 5 entry, and official survey report)

140 miles from Peori a, across Small Pox Cr ee
later.

145 miles from Peoria,c r ossi ng t he FevedatorRiiwern ®sy dfoerrr yi,
t he Town o Polofaias|laet page)® .

Detail, map, official survey, op cit., Warner 1833

“"From Fort Clark to Galena is 14"% mBRB&8S, 26.
(ibid)




